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TWO NEWS

• Synodality

In view of the forthcoming Synod, we would like to dedicate an AIM Bulletin to the theme of ecclesial syno-
dality and monastic inspiration in this regard.

If you have any ready contributions, lectures, articles, 
community reflections, on this subject. Please send them to us; 

we will be happy to give a monastic echo at the international level 
to make this Synod our own.

• The Benedictus Foundation

The Friends of Monasteries Across the World (AMTM) and the AIM have  
together created the Benedictus Foundation - under the aegis of the Caritas 
France Foundation. The Benedictus Foundation pursues a non-profit object of 
general interest, in line with the objects of the Caritas France Foundation and 
AIM. Its mission is to provide moral and financial support for social, cultural,  
economic and environmental development activities in the service of the  
promotion and dignity of disadvantaged populations, in conjunction with  
monastic foundations throughout the world, living under the rule of St Benedict,  
outside Western Europe and North America.

Why did you create the Benedictus Foundation? To allow, in all administra-
tive security, to widen donations with the possibility of tax receipts, in particular 
donations deductible from the IFI (Impôt sur la Fortune Immobilière - Tax on real estate wealth), to receive 
legacies, and to reach new donors, new friends of the monasteries.

This sheltered Foundation complements the work of the Inter-Monastery Alliance, which receives financial 
aid directly from the monasteries, various organisations and private individuals in order to support all the 
projects that do not fall within the framework of the Benedictus Foundation: training, construction and reno-
vation of specifically religious buildings, economic activities of the monasteries... The AMTM association will 
also continue to raise awareness to support the life of monasteries in Africa, Asia, Latin America, Oceania and 
Eastern Europe.
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Dear brothers, dear sisters, dear friends,

R eceive our best wishes following this Easter season and in the impetus of Pentecost, 
in spite of the worries of the world, especially at this moment, because of the conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine.

We are keeping in touch with the communities in Ukraine who are 
struggling to help the people by taking care of all the immediate needs and 
by welcoming people who come to take refuge in the monasteries. The 
Benedictus Foundation has been able to raise funds to help them and we 
hope that the conflict will find a diplomatic solution as soon as possible to 
avoid the worst. Thank you all for remaining united in prayer.
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Link to the Benedictus Foundation page on the Caritas France website: https://www.fondationcaritas-
france.org/fondations/fondation-benedictus

Do not hesitate to make this Foundation known and, if you have projects that fall within this framework, 
send them to us.

Example of a project already funded by the Foundation:

Scholarship for nursing studies for a sister from Tutzing in Uzima (Kenya).

Sister Hellen is studying nursing. The scholarship amounts to €4,000.

OTHER NEWS

- South Africa: BECOSA Association

Male and female superiors from South Africa, Namibia and Zim-
babwe were able to meet from 14 to 19 February 2022 at the Lumko 
Retreat Centre in Benoni, South Africa. Some members participated via 
Zoom, including Fr Mark Butlin of the AIM International Team. 

After two years of the Coronavirus pandemic, the superiors realised 
how useful it is for communities to keep alive the Association which 
allows for sharing, formation and unification of reflections and orien-
tations. The group looked back at the already long history of BECOSA 
and looked forward to future needs. The contribution of Fr Robert Igo, 
former Superior in Zimbabwe and now Abbot of Ampleforth, was appre-
ciated. He participated through Zoom.

The Uzima Medical Centre was established in 
1983 as a small clinic under the Tutzing Missiona-
ry Sisters’ community in Karen to provide health  
services to the poor in the nearby Mathare slum, the 
second largest slum in Nairobi. 

When the sisters moved in, most of the patients 
were not able to pay for the services, and to this day 
many of the patients receive free 
medical care. In the early days of 
the foundation, there were frequent  
outbreaks of contagious diseases 
such as cholera and typhoid, as 
well as malaria and AIDS.

The sisters have developed 
their activities in this medical 
centre through outpatient and 
maternity services. They receive 
an average of 150 patients per day in the outpatient 
department and 120 deliveries are carried out in 
the maternity unit each month. Children under five 
years of age are treated three times a week; the sisters 
sometimes care for up to 100 babies per visiting day.

The facility has taken many years to develop due 
to limited finances, but it has always given priority 
to the poor. The biggest challenge has been managing  
obstetric emergencies for pregnant women. Since 
2006, a small delivery unit with eleven beds has 
been added to the hospital.

Formerly, there was no operating theatre unit. 
Poor women flocked to this mater-
nity hospital for delivery services, 
but whenever there was an emer-
gency, their lives and those of their 
unborn child were in great danger. 
In order to reduce maternal and 
infant mortality, with the help of 
benefactors, the sisters set up a 
surgical unit and are very happy 
that they can now handle emer-

gency problems instantly, without endangering the 
life of the mother and the unborn child, and serve 
the patients in a clean and dignified environment.

Assembly of the Association in 2017.
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- East Africa: Benedictine Union of Tanzania (BUT)

The Benedictine Union of Tanzania (BUT) brings together the five 
Benedictine monasteries and the ten communities of Benedictine nuns 
in the country. Each year, the association organises meetings or semi-
nars to strengthen religious life and common apostolates.

In 2021, many communities have elected new superiors. The associa-
tion has found it useful to offer a five-day seminar on governance in May 
2022, open to superiors and cellarers of communities. A second one-
week seminar on community life is proposed in July 2022 for second  
year novices about to take vows in their communities.

- West Africa: Structure Sainte-Anne

The superiors of the French-speaking monasteries in West Africa have created the Structure  
Sainte-Anne to help community formators prepare courses and teach. After a period without activities, 
this structure has just been relaunched. Sessions are held approximately every four years, as the distances 
between the different monasteries do not allow for more frequent meetings. To overcome this difficulty  
in bringing together participants from different countries on a regular basis, the Structure Sainte-Anne  
plans to set up a web-based platform where trainers can find different courses. The structure is chaired by Father 
Olivier-Marie Sarr (Keur Moussa).

The session which was to take place in 2020 has been postponed to July-August 2022 because of the coro-
navirus pandemic. Sixteen French-speaking monks and nuns from West Africa will meet at the Poor Clares in 
Abidjan and then in Bouaké. The teachers will be brothers and sisters from different monasteries, including a 
French sister who is a professor at the Institut Catholique of Toulouse.

- Latin America: ABECCA Association

ABECCA (Benedictine-Cistercian Association of the Caribbean and 
the Andes) was founded some 40 years ago. It brings together all the 
Benedictine and Cistercian communities in Mexico, Central America,  
South America (except Brazil and the Southern Cone) and several  
Caribbean islands. Three languages are spoken: Spanish, English and 
French. ABECCA therefore covers a huge territory. There are many 
challenges. A General Assembly is normally held every four years.

The meeting of the Association was to be held in 2021, but has been 
postponed due to the coronavirus pandemic in 2022: it will take place from 20 to 25 June 2022 in the monastery of 
Esquipulas, Guatemala.

- International: CIB (International Commission of Benedictine Women)

The next CIB symposium will be held from 8 to 11 September 2022 
at the guest house of the Benedictine Missionary Sisters of Tutzing in 
Rome.

- International: Sant’Anselmo, leadership session

Developed in cooperation with the Faculty of Business and Ma-
nagement of the University of St. Gallen (Switzerland), the course on  
Leadership and the Rule of St. Benedict is led by Professor Emeritus Günter 
Müller-Stewens (St. Gallen) and Professor Mauritius Wilde (Prior of the 
International College of Sant’ Anselmo).

The aim is to establish a platform for reflection and training based on 
the interaction between the Rule of St Benedict, the social teaching of the 
Church and the science of government and management. This programme 

Session from a previous year.

ABECCA Assembly in 2017.
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is intended for religious and lay people in leadership or management positions in monastic communities. The 
next course will take place from 10 to 22 September 2022.

- International: “Ananie” course

The Ananie course is an eighty-day training course for French-speaking 
monastic leaders and formators: novice master and mistress, sub-prior, 
hotelier, cellerar, etc. The training is not academic but based on expe-
rience. In addition to the various courses (monastic life, spiritual accom-
paniment, relationship with the economy, etc.), meetings and visits to 
places and communities are planned.

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the course has been postponed 
to 2022 (7 Sep - 1st Dec). Twenty-one monks and nuns are registered,  
including four from Vietnam, nine from French-speaking Africa and 
three from Madagascar.

In the grace of the coming of the Holy Spirit, let us stay awake, listening to God’s will and with a true 
concern for its effective implementation.

 Fraternally

 Fr Jean-Pierre Longeat

 President of the AIM

Secrétariat de l’Alliance Inter-Monastères

7 rue d’Issy - 92170 Vanves - France
Tel.: +33 (0)1 46 44 79 57

info@aimintl.org, or: aim.vanves@wanadoo.fr
allianceintermonasteres@aimintl.org

For the Bulletin: bulletinaim@gmail.com

New bank account of the AIM:

Account: Alliance Inter Monastères
CAISSE D’ÉPARGNE ILE-DE-FRANCE

Agence Économie sociale Saint-Quentin
14 avenue du Centre

78067 Saint-Quentin-en-Yvelines Cedex
France

RIB: 17515 90000 08017951995 25
BIC: CEPAFRPP751

IBAN: FR76 1751 5900 0008 0179 5199 525

Ananie Group in a previous year.


