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The AIM here offers an echo of the life of the monasteries of the Benedictine family. This 
newsletter contains various items of interest on the progress of the website and of the 
Bulletin. 
  



 

 

 
A session of Formators at Phuoc Son (Vietnam) 
At the initiative of the Cistercian Order a session of 
formators of the Benedictine and Cistercian monasteries 
of Vietnam was organised last February in the Abbey of 
Phuoc Son. It is well known that vocations in Vietnam are 
numerous and require a good framework. The subject of 
this session was discernment and spiritual 
accompaniment. Some sixty superiors and formators and 
seven Vietnamese and European leaders took part. It was a 
notable success. It was the first such session for some years, and it will certainly be repeated. 

 

A session for young monks in Ethiopia 
The theme was personal conversion and life in 
community. It was led by Dom Mark Butlin. There are 
two Cistercian communities in Ethiopia in the diocese of 
Addis Adaba with seven dependent houses. Their 
monastic life has an apostolic dimension. The monks run 
four schools with about 2,200 students, of whom 50% are 
Catholic, and the others Orthodox, Muslim or members of 
evangelical communities. The liturgy is taken from the 
Coptic-Ethiopian tradition. The young monks are thirsty to 
learn. 

 
Meeting of BECOSA (South Africa) 
The annual meeting of BECOSA (Benedictine Communities of Southern Africa) was held in 
February. The main topics were Benedictine leadership in the African context  and The 
relationship between African Traditional Religious Beliefs and practices, satanism and 
monastic profession . The group composed a text on this question which will be published in 
the next issue of the AIM Bulletin. The superiors, formators and some delegates of seven of 
the nine member-communities took part, drawn from communities in South Africa itself, 
Zimbabwe, Namibia. 

 

Course for monastic formators at Rome and Assisi 
This took place from March to June. Twenty countries 
were represented, including only one European, namely 
England. The principle which guided this formation can be 
summed up as 'How to be a disciple of Christ and live this 
out in a monastic context'. The formation relies a great 
deal on the shared life of the group and on an exchange of 
lived experiences. There is no need to stress the benefits of 
this formation, which has proved itself over a number of 
years. 



 

 

Nevertheless, it is not easy to gain a place on the course, for a bursary must be found, which 
becomes increasingly difficult. The AIM provides some bursaries and remains open to the 
requests for them which it receives. 

 

 
The Commission for China 
Since the month of March the Commission for China has been held at Sant' Anselmo (Rome) 
with a remarkable contribution of Cardinal Parolin, Secretary of State. He has also shown 
himself very attentive to the experiences of the members of the group. This Commission has 
existed for some years and meets annually to consider what is going on in that country. 

 

Sister Christine Conrath, new Secretary of AIM 
Sister Christine took up office in March at the Secretariat 
of AIM. Already she has attended the Jubilee of the 
Abbey of Keur Guilaye in Senegal. There she met 
representatives of several communities of West Africa 
and the leaders of the Formation Structure of St Anne, 
whose current president is the Abbot of Keur Moussa. 

 

The Website 

The website is live. Please do not hesitate to use it! You will learn lots of interesting things. 
Try www.aimintl.org. 

 

The Bulletin 

Number 112 was published in May, on the theme 'Female 
Monasticism', with several contributions on this subject. By mistake 
the English edition displayed the title 'Congress of Benedictine' 
instead of 'Female Monasticism’. Please accept our apologies! 

Number 113 will be published in October, on 'Monastic Family and 
Life', exploring different dimensions of this subject in the wake of 
the post-Synodal exhortation Amoris Laetitia of Pope Francis. Even 
if the members of our communities - as every disciple of Christ - are 
called not to be captives of family ties, it is nevertheless true that 
each of us retains duties with regard to the family. But the primary 
duty is that which is owed to one's monastic family at every level, 
including the lay members associated with it in various ways, and of course also an outreach 
to the family of the Church. 

For the same issue we are looking for partners who could translate from French into Spanish, 
Portuguese and German. Please put yourself forward to allianceintermonasteres@gmail.com. 

 



 

 

 
Africa: Jubilee of Keur Guilaye  
The fifty years of existence of the monastery of Keur 
Guilaye in Senegal were celebrated by magnificent festivals 
in which the monks of Keur Guilaye of course participated, 
but also members of other African monasteries and 
numerous friends of this community which is so firmly 
rooted in African soil. As we have already said, Sister 
Christine Conrath, Secretary of AIM was present. 

 

Africa: New Abbess at Dzogbégan 
On Monday 22 May Sister Benedicta Assima was elected first abbess of the monastery of 
Dzogbégan (Togo). The abbatial blessing will be on the Solemnity of the Assumption of Our 
Lady, Tuesday 15 August at 09.30. 

 
Latin America: Journey in Peru and Colombia 
Dom Jean-Pierre Longeat, president of AIM, recently 
went to Peru, where he visited the communities of 
Pachacamac and Na a and the superiors of the community 
of Chucuito. This was a good introduction for his 
participation in the meeting of ABECCA which will take 
place in July in Bogota. It was the first time Dom Jean-
Pierre had been to Latin America, and it was an important 
experience for him of the contribution which this continent 
makes to our monastic family. 

 
Asia: Meeting of ISBF 
The meeting of the superiors of India and Sri Lanka (ISBF) will take place in August at the 
Sylvestrine monastery of Monte Fano in Sri Lanka. Dom Mark Butlin will represent AIM 
there. The principal subject will be community life. 

 

Asia: Violence against the Benedictines of Thien An 
The monastery of Thien An (Vietnam) has for some time been undergoing difficulties with 
the regional authorities, which are becoming more and more aggressive and violent towards 
the monks. Our fraternal support and our prayers are with this community at this challenging 
time. 

 
 

• Africa : Huambo (Angola), construction of a new monastery 
• Latin America: Juigalpa (Nicaragua), purchase of books for the library 
• Europe: Kaunas (Lithuania), bursaries for the studies of young sisters 
 

Pachacamac 



 

 

 
Thanks to each and every individual for collaboration in the life of our monastic project 

in the spirit of fraternal solidarity in the service of the new world. 
 
Fraternal greetings, 

 Fr. Jean-Pierre Longeat 

 Alliance Inter-Monastères 
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GENERAL CONTEXT

Angola, previously a Portuguese colony, is a member of the community of 
Portuguese-speaking nations. Its current borders are those fixed at the colonization.

With Ghana and Mozambique, Angola was one of the three main regions of 
the commercial triangle taking slaves to America. After the years of guerrilla 
warfare against the colonial metropolis, Angola became independent in 1975 
as a communist state named The People’s Republic of Angola. Not all the 
population accepted this government and twenty-five years of civil war fol-
lowed, sharpened by the context of the Cold War and conflicts over the mine-
ral resources of the country:  Cuba, South Africa (which controlled Namibia 
until 1989) and other countries ranged themselves on one side or another. This 
resulted in almost a million dead and left millions of anti-personnel  mines, 
which continue to kill. Ethnic identities remain stable, but since the peace 
some national feeling has begun to develop.

The Republic of Angola produces raw material, notably hydrocarbures and 
precious stones.

Huambo, previously known as New Lisbon, is situated on a plateau 1,800m 
above sea-level, about 600km south-east of Luanda and 200km east of Ben-
guela. Before the civil war of 1976-1992 Huambo was the industrial second 
city of Angola, after Luanda. It is also an agricultural centre and a city founded 
on education, possessing several schools of a high grade. The civil war des-
troyed most of the infrastructure of the city. The city is the seat of the govern-
ment of the province of Huambo which numbers 2.2 million inhabitants.

THE COMMUNITY

The community of Huambo is the fruit of a foundation of the monastery 
of Roriz (Portugal). In 1941 these Benedictine sister made a foundation in the 
province of Moxico (east of Angola). In 1975, because of the political and so-
cial situation in Angola, the Portuguese sisters returned to their home country, 
leaving one single Angolese sister. In 1980 two nuns set up in the very centre 
of Huambo to respond to the young people seeking a vocation. 

At present the community consists of four sisters. Fourteen young women 
are candidates for the Benedictine life. 

The sisters have an apostolate with young women and orphans. In this way 
they provide a health service and grow plants.

REQUEST

Their present house is in the very heart of the city of Huambo and is in 
very bad condition. In addition, the noisy environment does not conduce to the 

CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW MONASTERY
Benedictine Community of Huambo (Angola)

The present house



prayer-life of the sisters. With the help of the community of Roriz and their 
own resources, the sisters have begun the construction of a monastery 20km 
from the city. But they lack the resources to complete it.

SUM REQUIRED: €30,000



GENERAL SITUATION

Colonised by Spain in 1524, Nicaragua became an independent state in 1821 
and a sovereign republic in 1854. The country has a population of about 5.8 mil-
lion.

The story of the beginnings of the nation is highly influenced by military inter-
ventions from the United States, who saw there the possibility of building a canal 
between the Atlantic and the Pacific. The country was often upset by long periods 
of military dictatorship. Nicaragua is situated on an active tectonic zone and is 
often shaken by earthquakes and eruptions of several volcanoes (forty active at 
the moment). The majority of the population is concentrated in the West of the 
country, since the Eastern part is regularly subject to heavy rains, storms and cy-
clones. The fauna and flora are rich and important. Nicaragua is the only country in 
the world where a full military brigade is wholly dedicated to the protection of the 
environment. Among the natural resources of the country are gold, silver, copper, 
tungsten, lead and zinc. Agriculture (maize and beans) and fishing are important 
activities.

At the present time Nicaragua is one of the least violent countries of the conti-
nent. In the early 1980s began a massive programme of elementary education, as 
a result of which illiteracy fell – according to UNESCO – from 53% to 13%. The 
country was also congratulated by the FAO for a significant reduction in malnutri-
tion in the space of a few years.

Juigalpa is the capital of the district of Chontales in Nicaragua. It lies about 
140km east of Managua. In the nineteenth century the town played its part as a 
meeting-place for the farmers and miners of the region.

HISTORICAL

The monastery of Juigalpa was founded in 1998 by the Cistercian community 
of Hinojo (Argentina), and at present consists of ten nuns.

ACTIVITY

The sisters make jams from milk and tropical fruits..

REQUEST

The sisters would like to increase the provision of books in the library.

PURCHASE OF BOOKS FOR THE LIBRARY
Trappist Monastery of Our Lady of Peace (Juigalpa, Nicaragua)

SUM REQUIRED: €5,000



GENERAL CONTEXT

Founded before the year 1000, the town of Kaunas became Polish at the end 
of the sixteenth century and was acquired by Russia after the third partition 
of Poland in 1795. The town of Kaunas was the starting-point of Napoleon’s  
Russian campaign. Between 1915 and 1918 it was the administrative seat of 
the German occupation. From 1920 to 1940 it was the capital of an independent 
Lithuania at the time when Vilnius was part of Poland. It was annexed by the 
USSR on the strength of the German-Soviet pact of 1939, then occupied by 
the Germans between 1941 and 1944; they abandoned it at the approach of the 
Red Army at the end of World War II. After the collapse of the USSR in 1990 
Lithuania regained its independence.

Kaunas is the second city of Lithuania and the most important river-port 
of the Baltic countries. It has a strong logistical potential and is well placed to 
be the major industrial centre of Lithuania, producing one fifth of the national  
GDP. The two international road corridors meet there as well as railways from 
Kaliningrad, Poland, Lettonia and Bielorussia. The largest factories of the 
country have been built there, textiles, agroalimentary, electronic, chemical 
and pharmaceutical. The population is 350,000.

Kaunas has thus developed several twinnings with towns all over the world. 
Its link to the town of Grenoble (France) has in a few years become the principal  
Franco-Baltic partnership in questions of health, youth, culture and citizen-
ship, thanks to a dynamic twinning committee.

HISTORY

The monastery was founded in 1624 by Benedictine sisters from Bielorussia. 
In the nineteenth century, and then in the twentieth century, the monastery was 
deprived of its independence by the government. In 1948, under the Soviet occu-
pation, the monastery was closed and the sisters expelled. Two of them continued  
as a discreet presence, continuing to meet for prayer. The others took refuge in 
Germany and some finally in the USA.

With the independence of Lithuania the church of the convent was restored and 
re-consecrated. The sisters sold their lodgings in order to buy back the buildings  
of the convent from the lay people who had lived there during the Soviet time. 
At present one building belongs to the community while the other still belongs 
to strangers.

STATISTICS

The community at present consists of thirty-six members, of whom fourteen  
are between twenty-three and forty years of age.

BURSARIES FOR THE STUDIES OF YOUNG SISTERS
Monastery of Kaunas (Lithuania)



ACTIVITY

The sisters try to provide for their needs by working outside the monastery  
as teachers, professors, nurses and catechists. They are developing programmes 
of evangelization and catechesis for families who, after the years of Soviet per-
secution, lack the basics of Christianity. There is a high demand for formation 
in faith, prayer and the sacraments.

REQUEST

In this context of evangelization and arrival of new members of the community  
it is especially necessary that all the sisters should receive a good intellectual 
and spiritual formation.

Three sisters have been sent on formation programmes run by the Cistercian  
Order and the Benedictine Confederation. One of them will take part in the pro-
gramme of ‘Leadership and the Rule of St Benedict’ offered by Sant’ Anselmo  
in Rome. The other two will join the Course of Monastic Formation offered by 
the Cistercian Order in Rome.

SUM REQUIRED: €4,550
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